According to Vygotsky (1978) , students perform at higher intellectual levels when they work in collaborative learning situations as compared to solitary study. Likewise, Bruner (1985) has stated that this gain is specifically evident in the areas of critical thinking and problem solving. In a research study designed to measure critical thinking skills. Gokhale This article will begin to explore how public education can better engage students in the educational process. There 
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According to Vygotsky (1978) , students perform at higher intellectual levels when they work in collaborative learning situations as compared to solitary study. Likewise, Bruner (1985) has stated that this gain is specifically evident in the areas of critical thinking and problem solving. In a research study designed to measure critical thinking skills. Gokhale This article will begin to explore how public education can better engage students in the educational process. There must be an evolution away from "sit and get" classrooms that are increasing irrelevant for today's neo-millennial students. This article will look at emerging strategies for collaboration using the existing technologies of Social Media, open source software and at the same time consider some of the obstacles that may exist for their implementation in the current public school environment.
Using a case study approach, the authors will look at one practical method of implementing social collaboration in the K-12 classroom culture.
Project-Based Collaborative Learning
According to Dieteroe, Dede and Schrier (2010), many students today have come to expect increased levels of constant mental stimulation. The authors' further claim that a paradigm shift is occurring among their student populations as they are increasingly exposed to technological wonders such as video games, TVs, cell phones, iPods, and computers. This shift represents a fundamental change in the manner in which students gather and process information. Students have increasingly turned to tools such as FaceBook and YouTube for information, collaboration and communication. Due to the shear volume of information sources, today's students also have a greater risk of becoming distracted and unfocused. As a result these "digital natives" (Prensky, 2001) do not want to be taught in the traditional "sit and get" lecture manner. Most students today enjoy contributing to their learning process and driving their own inquiry.
Project-based learning allows students to follow their natural inclinations when working on assignments. According to Bell (2010) , "most projects include reading, writing, and mathematics by nature and many inquiries are sciencebased or originate from current social problems." Teachers provide guidance and supervision during all phases of the project and students can elect to work in groups, thus fostering collaboration and communication skills. In addition, project-based learning supports critical-thinking skills, as students brainstorm to determine the course of action that needs to take place and leverage their inductive and deductive reasoning abilities in order to bring projects to fruition.
The need to utilize emerging new collaborative technologies in an effective manner to expedite this form of learning is a critical component of preparing students for life in the 21st century. Keefe (1991) , states that learning styles combine affective, psychological, and cognitive influences that impact the way learners recognize, distinguish, and react to their learning environment. In the collaborative model, as students work collectively to complete their projects, they are encouraged to incorporate and use the learning style that best fits their needs and personality (e.g., visual, kinesthetic, and auditory). The evidence also shows that collaborative learning opportunities provide additional benefits for students.
Mitchell, Foulger, Wetzel, and Rathkey (2009) cited studies noting that students who worked on projects were better able to understand concepts in diverse learning conditions. Researchers also found that these students had higher self-esteem and positive temperaments.
Collaborating provided students with emotional support as they worked together to accomplish a common goal.
Furthermore, researchers found that as students realized that they were responsible for their work they learned to negotiate better with one another using appropriate emotional cues and responses. As their feelings of competency increased, they developed an enhanced sense of confidence and self-worth. 
Collaboration Technology Presents Unique Challenges

A Case Study -The Case of a Middle School Social Studies Class
One of the greatest struggles faced by middle school instructors surrounds the presentation and instruction in topics that are deemed as irrelevant by the students. One such subject area is that of History. Many students today find a discussion of history as being irrelevant to their current lives. In the case to be highlighted here, the students were 7th year students in a behavioral management class. As the instructor, I dreaded teaching about World War II from a history text. I needed to make the experience alive for the students. As a result, a project learning approach was undertaken. Students were told that they were part of a news team. Technology was provided to the students including computer hardware, digital voice recorders, blog and wiki spaces and discussion board areas for collaboration. Using digital voice recorders, students 
Implications and Recommendations
The education system needs to remove barriers for teachers to effectively perform their critical work with students and allow them the freedom to teach beyond Teachers must be encouraged to work in concert with their technology department, administration team and students and parents to design the most appropriate classroom uses of technology. One important note to remember is not to rely on the cutting edge technology too much. Just because a technology tool is available that does not mean there is not already a better method already being used. If a teacher feels that they don't see a good fit for their classroom then that is alright. We must trust the classroom teacher as an expert in their field and that they can identify the best resources for their teaching. What is really required from schools is to be educators, demonstrating to students a proper use of these tools. Also, students need to be taught how to filter their world, including the world of social media. By engaging the technology in a meaningful manner, and at the same time, permitting students the freedom to become active participants in their learning through the implementation of collaborative project-based learning, students and teachers can become partners in this growth. Most importantly, students and faculty can join together in the process of becoming citizens of the world. In so doing, this approach can once again find relevance in the lives of the students through dialogue and collaboration.
The authors submit that three of the most important skills for the future include: Information analysis and discrimination, effective communication (both personal and virtual) and the ability to work as part of a team effectively utilizing the skills of collaboration. In such an arrangement, the strengths of each individual can be combined and brought to optimal effectiveness.
